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The Matrix Center is pleased to announce the IFF,
an exciting UCCS project in affiliation with the Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center. This year's inaugural festival
features films from Turkey, Iran, the Arab Middle East and
North Africa, which explore the theme of women's lives and
experiences. This three day festival (October 16-18) is free
and open to the public. Screening locations will alternate
between UCCS and the Fine Arts Center.

Audience members will be able to participate in Q&A sessions and discussions following
certain feature and documentary film screenings.

One such discussion will coincide with the AAUW Woman-to-Woman Dialogue Series. For
more information about IFF please contact: Carole Woodall, Dept. of History/WEST,
cwoodall@uccs.edu, or 719.255.3768 or go to www.uccs.edu/IFF
A special thanks to the following groups:

Sponsors: Humanities, Faculty Assembly Women’s Committee and Elfi von Dassanowsky
Foundation

Contributors: LAS Dean’s Office, WEST, Chancellor’s Office, Vice Chancellor of Academic
Affairs Office

Supporters: VAPA, Sociology, English, Teaching and Learning Center, History, Philosophy,
Languages and Cultures and Film Studies

JANICE GOULD, Ph.D, Newest WEST Faculty Member

Janice Gould is of mixed European and Concow (koyangk’auwi) descent and
grew up in Berkeley, California. She is a graduate of U.C. Berkeley, where she re-
ceived degrees in Linguistics and English, and of the University of New Mexico, where
she earned her Ph.D. in English. She recently earned a Master’s degree in Library
Science from the University of Arizona.

Janice’s poetry has seen publication in a number of journals and anthologies,
and she has won awards for her writing from the National Endowment for the Arts
and the Astraea Foundation. Her books of poetry include Beneath My Heart, Earth-
quake Weather, and Alphabet (an artbook/chapbook). She is the co-editor of Speak
to Me Words: Essays on American Indian Poetry, published by the University of Ari-
zona.

Janice has worked as a professor in English, Creative Writing, Native Ameri-
can Studies and Women'’s Studies and served a three-year term as the Hallie Ford
Chair in Creative Writing at Willamette University. While working on her MLS at the
University of Arizona, she worked as a Research Assistant in the archives at the Cen-
ter for Creative Photography at the University of Arizona.

Janice is also a musician—she plays guitar and accordion—a birdwatcher,
hiker, photographer, and folk dancer. She regularly posts her photographs on her
blog; check it out at www.jamannapoet.blogspot.com. She will be teaching a class in
Native American Philosophical Thought this Fall. Please stop by Columbine 1025 C
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The Matrix Center — Exploring, Examining and Discovering the

INTERSECTIONS of race, gender, & sexuality

Welcome to the Fall 2009 semester!

Last year was a banner year for fundraising. We raised over $5,000 in donations to meet a challenge grant from Gay &
Lesbian Fund for Colorado and received an additional $15,000 Ally grant from the foundation. The Center was also awarded a
$25,000 project grant to study the Organizational Change Due to Projects Sponsored by the Gay & Lesbian Fund of Colorado. The
project is being coordinated by Dr. Richard Dukes and Dr. Heather Albanesi, with Graduate Research Assistant Marsha Singlevich
(all in the Department of Sociology).

The funds raised helped to support the execution and co-sponsorship of more than 15 UCCS and locally sponsored
events including the Annual Woman to Woman Dialogue series, Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Festival and visiting Scholars:
Dr. Michael Kimmel, Dr. Richard King, and Dr. Aaron Belkin.

The Center’s two, nationally recognized and awarding winning, anchor programs were also presented. The 710" Annual
White Privilege Conference was held April 1-4, 2000 in Memphis Tennessee. Over 940 participants attended the conference
from 33 states, 5 Canadian provinces, and Bermuda, and had the opportunity to attend over 100 workshops featuring 159 presenters,
16 Institutes, 5 daily films, and 5 caucuses/support groups. The Youth Leadership Conference included 84 high school students
from the around the country. More than 75% of respondents agreed with having the opportunity to discuss how white privilege,
white supremacy, and oppression affect’s my daily life, gaining strategies for addressing issues of privilege and oppression regard-
ing social and economic justice; connecting with others who can help me sustain, enhance, and expand anti-racist activity and gain-
ing new information and resources. In addition, 94% were satisfied with the overall quality of the conference, 75% plan to return to
the WPC and 83% will recommend the WPC to others.

The summer 2009 Knapsack Institute: Transforming the Curriculum (KI) was attended by 23 participants from
five states, including 11 UCCS faculty and staff, who represented education (K-12 and post-secondary) and the non-profit sectors.
Co-facilitated by Dr. Brenda J. Allen, Dr. Abby Ferber, Dr. Andrea Herrera, and Dena R. Samuels the three day institute offered
workshops, leadership development, and resources on teaching a diverse student body, creating inclusive classrooms, and integrat-
ing race, gender, and LGBT issues into the curriculum. One of the participants reflected upon the experience by commenting: “/¢
may sound odd, but something just moved me to attend the KI. I had no previous knowledge of it — just read about it on a list serve
and felt I needed to see what it was all about. The workshops ended up being a “transformative” experience for me, professionally
and personally. It left me stirring in one way, and peaceful in another. I walked away feeling re-energized and re-focused. It was
so moving to find a “space” in the academy for intense, emotional, work like this. I hope to see Kl friends again! Many, many,
Thanks!”

The Center could not accomplish all of the its goals without the support of our partners such as Colorado College,
American Association of University Women, Colorado Springs Diversity Forum, Smart-Girl, Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Fes-
tival, the Women’s and Ethnic studies and Sociology departments and many others. We are also fortunate to have a wonderful
Community Advisory Board.

For the upcoming academic year The Matrix Center will continue to be a unique local and national resource on the cutting
edge of advancing dialogue, knowledge and community collaboration to advance inclusion and our mission: to “foster an intellec-
tual climate that supports inclusion and collaboration to examine the intersections of oppression and privilege and promote solutions
to inequality.” To date we are planning and supporting the following initiatives and events:

The Matrix Center is now accepting Applications Requesting Support for Speakers and Events!! For more information: http://
www.uccs.edu/~matrix/events.htm Fall, 2009 ~ Inaugural Visiting Fellow, Dr. Steven Samuels of the Air Force Academy will be
in residence at the Matrix Center.

K-12 Knapsack Institute, aimed specifically at the K-12 sector, to increase community engagement and collaboration within this
demographic. Date TBD.

Diversity Speakers Bureau http://www.uccs.edu/~mosaic/speakerslist/index.html ~ A comprehensive list of speakers in a wide
variety of topics organized by subject matter. This speaker’s bureau has been created through the efforts of M.O.S.A.I.C, The Ma-
trix Center, and the Associate Vice Chancellor for Diversity.

Watch for the unveiling of a new on-line, peer-reviewed journal focused on privilege.

r -

For more information visit us on the web at www.uccs.edu/matrix
or call 719. 255.4764
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UCCS PRIDE

PRIDE—LGBTQIA Faculty and Staff Committee, was initiated this past year at UCCS to serve the campus
and wider community. We are moving forward on several fronts to address issues and to build a
stronger understanding and expression of mutual respect and appreciation of diversity in general at
UCCS. It was a wonderful culmination of our first year’s activities for the PRIDE committee to participate
along with SPECTRUM, MOSAIC, and a wide variety of the university’s faculty, students, staff and admin-
istrators in a UCCS contingent that marched together in the July 19, 2009 Colorado Springs Pridefest pa-
rade! Between 70-100 individuals from UCCS walked in unity, despite the rain, to demonstrate our core
values of celebrating and affirming diversity. All members and affiliates of the UCCS PRIDE committee
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude for this amazing show of solidarity. We look forward to helping
support other campus initiatives that respect and encourage the broad spectrum of our campus commu-
nity and we look forward to helping grow this broad support for diversity in coming years.

For more information contact: Linda Watts, |kwatts@uccs.edu, 719.255.3643
or Corrine Harmon, charmon2@uccs.edu, 719.255.4537

The Knapsack Goes International

WEST faculty members Andrea Herrera and Dena Samuels co-facilitated a mini-Knapsack Institute in
Victoria, British Columbia on August 12" and 13, 2009. They provided strategies and techniques for
teaching issues of social justice to local administrators, K12 educators, University of Vancouver faculty,
activists, trainers, and administrative staff at Caring for First Nations Children Society. The two-day insti-
tute was tailored specifically for the local attendees and focused on the challenges of Aboriginal-White
relations. The institute brought together a range of expertise and experience from around the area in-
cluding some who were brand new teachers to 35-year veterans. Incorporating an intersectional frame-
work, and one that includes the concept of privilege, provided new ways of understanding and methods
for teaching social justice, diversity, and inclusiveness. The gathering provided a rare opportunity to
share experiences and discuss within a comparative, global context the histories, perspectives, and cul-
tural experiences of racial/ethnic minority groups within the United States and traditionally oppressed
groups in Canada in general, and British Columbia in particular. Institute evaluation responses were ex-
cellent, and several of the attendees hope to join us for the 2010 White Privilege Conference in Lacrosse,
Wisconsin in April. The Institute was offered under the auspices of the Matrix Center.

“ A Look at the Schoolteacher Revolutionary”

A public presentation by Professor Tanalis Padilla, from Dartmouth College. will focus on the activism
of rural schoolteachers as a window into the social protests that marked twentieth-century Mexican his-
tory. In comparison to its southern neighbors, Mexico has been considered a country of relative stability.
For instance, the lack of the national guerrilla movements characteristic of Central America and the ab-
sence of military coups that plagued so many South American countries has created a perception of
Mexican political stability under the PRI. However, the 1994 indigenous uprising in the southern Mexican
state of Chiapas brought this image to a crashing halt. And yet, if we examine the decades prior to this
rebellion we see a landscape marked by social protest that included peasants, oil and rail workers, stu-
dents, teachers, housewives and shantytown dwellers. Because of their geographic distribution and con-
nection between rural and urban centers, teachers became key protagonists in many of Mexico’s most
important social movements. This presentation will trace their experience and tell the story about the
many rural schoolteachers that became grass roots revolutionaries.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2009, UC THEATRE #3022, 11:00AM
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Senga Nengudi received the Women’s Caucus for Art Lifetime
Achievement Awards, 2010

Along with doing art Nengudi is strongly committed to arts edu-
cation. Currently a Lecturer at the University of Colorado at
Colorado Springs in the Visual Arts and Performing Arts Depart-
ment, she has always been involved with bringing arts programs
emphasizing diversity to the communities in which she resides.
Presently Nengudi’s sculptures are taking the form of larger and
larger installations. She has been a featured performance artist,
dancer, and installation artist in numerous exhibitions at major
museums.

Andrea Herrera received the 2009 recipient of the Elizabeth
Gee Award and the 2009 President’s Teaching Scholars Award.

Herrera will be delivering the keynote speech at the 2009 Polish
National American Studies conference in Lublin, Poland.

Abby Ferber received the 2009 Chase Community Service
Award.

Suzanne MacAuley and Mary Jane Sullivan are adapting Dr.
MacAuley's book, Stitching Rites, for an hour long documentary.

Mary Jane Sullivan is participating in a writing project out of
NYC on racism and militarism during the era of Obama.

Dorothea Olkowski recently published The Universal (In the
Realm of the Sensible). New York: Columbia University Press.
To read the review of Dr. Olkowski’s text please go to:
www.uccs.edu/~west to read a copy of the review.

WEST and Matrix Center 2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

WEST LECTURE SERIES, Open to the Public
All lectures are in Science 192 and will begin at 10:30am

Friday, August 28,2009, Native-American drummer Se-
brena Forrest

Friday, September 4,2009, Native-American poet Janice
Gould

Friday, September 11,2000, African-American poet Stacy
Dyson

Friday, September 18,2009, Middle East scholar Carole
Woodall lecture on Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis

Friday, October 2,2009, VAPA scholar, Glen Whitehead
lecture on African-American women and jazz

Friday, October 9,2009, San Luis Valley colchera artist
Josie Lobato

Friday, October 30,2009, Asian-American artist Margaret
Kasahara

Friday, November 6, 2009, award winning African-American
artist Senga Nengudi

Additional Events

Friday—Sunday, October 16—18, 2009, Intersections
Film Festival. Screening locations will alternate be-
tween UCCS and the Fine Arts Center

Saturday, October 17, 2009, 8:30am to 1:00pm. Woman
to Woman Dialogue Series: “Women’s Experiences:
Surviving and Thriving” Keynote Speaker: Regina
Lewis

Friday, October 30,2009, 11:00am in the UC Theater
(302), Social Protest in Twentieth-Century Mexico: A
Look at the Schoolteacher Revolutionary By Tanalis
Padilla, Associate Professor, Dartmouth College

Friday, November 6,2009, Rocky Mountain Women'’s
Film Festival. Details TBA, free screenings on campus

The deadline for the 2010 Rosa Parks and Cesar Chavez Scholarship Awards submissions is Thursday, February 18, 2010
Please bring submissions to Columbine Hall, #1025 by 12:00 noon.

Contact information: Jane Muller 719..255.4553

or jmuller@uccs.edu

We’re on the web!

http://www.uccs.edu/~west

http://www.uccs.edu/~matrix

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs
1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway, COH|
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Phone: 719-255-4553
Fax: 719-255-4763
Contact us at:

west@uccs.edu
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