Supporting Evidence

Evidence is the supporting material you use to prove a point.

Types of Evidence: 

I. Experience and expertise establish your credibility to speak about the topic.

II. The audience will also dictate how much and what type of evidence to use; you will need to use more evidence if the audience is more skeptical about your topic

a. Expert testimony is used in a speech when you quote people or organizations that the audience recognizes as having authority to offer credible evidence on your topic.

b. Examples are concrete instances, often expressed in narrative style or presented in the form of a case study. 

c. Quantitative evidence may take the form of statistics, or probabilities based on statistics. 

d. Audio/visual aids would include charts, diagrams, pictures or drawings, or sound or video clips that you incorporate into your speech.

III. The occasion for your speech may also motivate your choices of evidence.  In general, think of the 5R's as standards for testing evidence:

a. Relevancy: Is the evidence directly related to the topic at hand and pertinent to the rhetorical situation? 

b. Recency: Is the evidence the most up-to-date information?

c. Reliability: Can the source of the evidence be trusted? Is the source unbiased? Did the person or group that developed the evidence use reliable research methods? 

d. Recognition: Is the source of evidence familiar enough to the audience that it will grant credibility? 

e. Rules of evidence pertinent to a discipline: Is the speaking situation governed by special rules of evidence?

IV. Your speaking goals may also influence the type of evidence you will use.

