Presentational Aids

"A picture is worth a thousand words."
Speeches benefit greatly from using effective presentational aids. A speech with carefully thought out and prepared aids will stand out to the audience.

Criteria for using presentational aids of a speech

1. Visibility – the audience must be able to clearly see and or hear the aid

2. Relevance – the aid must apply significantly to what is being described or discussed at that moment

3. Integration – the aid should be an integral part of the speech not a distraction

4. Clarity – the aid should be understood by itself and require little explanation

5. Professional – the aid should look professional

Types of Presentational Aids

***All must meet the criteria of visibility, clarity, relevance, integration, and professionalism.

1. “Realia”  -- objects that are exactly what is discussed

2. Models –representations of the real thing. They may be scale models, that is small versions of larger objects or larger versions of small objects, or actual size substitutes

3. Pictures – image of the real thing (the size might have to be altered to be visible)

4. Graphics – helps the audience understand concepts visually through charts, graphs, and diagrams

5. Videos – can help illustrate historical events, different locations, or motions

6. Audios – useful in specific situations when it is important that the audience hear something to fully understand your message

Showing Presentational Aids

1. Slide Projector – can show photo slides related to topic

2. Overhead Projector – can show graphs, written documents, some illustrations

3. Posters or flip charts – can show graphs, documents, and illustrations in a creative way to the audience

4. Videos or Audio – can give visual or audio significance to a speech

5. Power point – an organized structure that can be used to keep the presentation on track

