Tips for College Level Writing - COMM 102

Writing at a college level is essential to achieving good grades and meeting assignment expectations.  Here are some helpful writing websites and tips for making sure your papers and assignments are in the correct format and have the proper elements for earning an “A.” 

Basic Information 

In Communication, we follow the APA format. While writing your goals, self-reflection and ethics paper check out http://web.uccs.edu/wrtgcntr/revisedhandout.htm for the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs Writing Center’s tips. This is a very helpful website that has different PDF handouts that you can download easily for your personal use. 

This website has all of the information you could possibly want on APA format: how to document information, how to cite sources, and the rules on what is considered plagiarism. 

There is also a section for grammar help which includes things that your computer’s grammar and spell check may not be able to help you with, this section includes things on the comma rules, how to AVOID passive voice and sentence structure. 

If you are unsure as to how to start writing a college paper, there is even a section that can help you write a thesis, how to write quality sentences and how to lay out an essay. 

Characteristics of College Writing

While writing your paper for this class, remember a few of these helpful hits of college writing. If you do these things, you are sure to get a better grade on your paper than your peers. 

· Show your knowledge on the subject, use quotes, examples or anything else that shows your teacher that you understand the material and can use it in daily life. Apply your knowledge to your goals and how you can improve your interpersonal communication skills.

· Clearly define your thesis, make sure that you outline and state what you will be discussing in your paper WITHOUT saying, “This is what I am going to talk about….” 

· Use topic sentences, this will help you have strong paragraphs and in turn, a well written paper. Make sure you direct the reader as to what information they are supposed to get out of your work. 

· Peer review everything! Reading your own paper is not enough, ask someone else to make sure that your point is made, that you have a good structure for your arguments. It does help to read your paper aloud to see if it makes sense. 

· Ask yourself questions, while writing; ask whom am I writing this for? What is the purpose of this assignment? What can I do to reach my goals? Have I included all of the elements of the assignment? What exactly do I want to say here? Asking questions like these will help you develop more thought into your assignments and will help you ensure that you have a solid basis for your papers.
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