The Person Next To You
Who is the person sitting next to you?  What is the person’s name?  How tall is the person?  I clearly see the color of my neighbor’s hair and eyes, but I wonder what kind of clothes this individual likes?  Where do you think the person lives?  What does this person believe in?  I wonder if my new neighbor will trust me or want to talk?  I wonder if we will enjoy talking about the same types of things?  Is the person married?  Single?  Committed to another person?  Do these questions define who the person next to you is?  Not really; you see, the person next to you has a life story of extraordinary fullness.  This person is a unique world of experience – a cluster of past memories, current actions, and expectations for the future.  That person is a whole colony of people and events that have passed in and out of the person’s life – parents, guardians, teachers, friends, enemies, jobs, schools, vacations, parties, problems, dreams, and hobbies.  Much of the person next to you cannot be known immediately.  How does the person make choices, accept responsibility, solve problems, perceive the world, and/or work to capacity?  How may I bring out the person’s character and make them feel comfortable.  How do I feel comfortable?  Do I feel like talking to this person?  Do I feel like talking at all?  How much does this person like herself or himself?  How well does this person know and accept both his/her strengths as well as weaknesses?  Is this person aware what she/he wants out of life?  The person next to you is happy and sad, fearful and sure, content and wondering, shy and outgoing, asking questions and knowing answers – looking for respect, looking for connection, looking for acceptance.  They are asking the same questions about you! 
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