Guidelines for Discussion

Consider but do not necessarily limit your film discussion to the following topics which are drawn from your suggested list. You do not need to specifically, individually address each of these questions; however, you should keep them in mind as you develop your presentation and discussion format.
Be sure to include information from the assigned readings in your discussion.
The Filming Itself

1. Biographical information about the filmmaker: Where is the filmmaker from? What is the filmmaker's relation to the issues? What biases might he or she have? What other films has she or he made? 
2. What was the motivation for and goal of the director in making this movie – raise awareness; offer solutions; other? 

3. Who was the intended audience? 
4. Who made up the cast? What is the background of cast members? 
5. What was the film’s budget? How much money has the film made?  

6. Of what genre is the film? How is the film structured? How is the story told?

7. What is the theme of the music? How was the music chosen? How is it used?
8. Was the film’s production censored in any way?

The Physical and Cultural Landscapes

1. What location and time are portrayed? 
2. When and where was the film shot? On location? Were landscapes natural or props?
3. To what extent is landscape tied to the issue? 
4. What is the scale/scope of the landscape?
5. Include appropriate maps showing where the movie takes place: countries, cities, specific physical and cultural features that are important. 
The Issues

1. What major issue(s) does the film explore?  Why is it/are they important?

2. What is the history of the events/issues? What are the underlying causes of the issues/conflicts? How accurately did the film portray historical events and characters? 

3. Are both sides of controversial issues presented? From whose perspective is the film told? 
4. To what extent are the issues portrayed universal issues? 

5. At what scale is the issue presented?

6. Who is impacted by the issue(s) presented?

7. How are genders portrayed? What role does gender play in the issue(s) explored?

8. What role does class play in the issue(s) presented? Who is seen as privileged? 
9. What role does race play in the issue(s) explored? 
Reaction/Impact
1. How did the presenting group’s members react to the film?

2. Did you like the film? Why or why not?

3. How have your perceptions changed since viewing the film?

4. How was the film received it its country of origin? Abroad? By the media?

5. What effect/impact has the film had? What action, if any, has been taken?
