Tools for Taking Scholarly Notes – or Reflections on Persepolis
(adapted from Becky Thompson)

Context: Who is the author? Where does she live? What was the context in which the writing was done? 

Essence in 3 Parts: 
Based on Persepolis’ recounting of events, provide a brief history of Iran from ancient times through its 1979 Islamic Revolution. 
Based on Persepolis’ recounting of events, provide a brief synopsis of the author’s nuclear and extended family’s role in the history of Iran before and during the Islamic Revolution. 
Based on Persepolis’ recounting of events, describe Marjane’s “involvement” in and personal transition throughout the course of Iran’s Islamic Revolution. 
Genre: Discuss the graphic novel as a genre for this work. Was it effective? Why or why not?
Dialogue: Pretend you have the opportunity to meet and converse with the author. What two questions would you like to ask her?
LifeChange: What one event associated with Iran’s Islamic Revolution as recounted in Persepolis did you find the most disturbing?  Why? How does the work make you rethink your beliefs and attitudes? 
