
  
 Katrina: The Nation at a Crossroads 

EST 390-01/WMST 390-04 

Tuesday, 4:30-8:05 

Dwire Hall, 121 

 

Mr. M. Larkin                 Dr. A. Herrera 

Geography Department                                                Women’s & Ethnic Studies Program 

Columbine 2011 (262.4064)    Columbine 1025D (262.4001) 

Office hours: Wednesday 11:00-12:00                            Office hours: Tuesday 11-1:00  

Or by appointment     or by appointment 

mlarkin@uccs.edu     aherrera@uccs.edu   

Required Texts: 

There Is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

      Ed. Chester Hartman & Gregory D. Squires 

 

Come Hell or High Water: Hurricane Katrina & the Color of Disaster 

      Michael Eric Dyson 

 

The Sociology of Katrina: Perspectives on a Modern Catastrophe 

      Ed. David Brunsma 

 

(*3 copies of Racing the Storm (ed. Hillary Potter, Lanham: Lexington Books, 2007) are on 

reserve at the circulation desk at Kraemer Family Library.) 

 

Hurricane Katrina Research Bibliography 

http://lamar.colostate.edu/~loripeek/KatrinaBibliography.pdf 

     This bibliography, which was developed by members of the Social  

     Science Research Council Task Force on Katrina and Rebuilding the Gulf  

     Coast, includes reference information for reports, journal articles,  
     book chapters, and books that explore the human effects of Hurricane  

     Katrina. Citations are organized according to the following subject  

     areas: children and schools; displaced persons; economic effects and  

     employment; elderly; emergency preparedness and response;  

     environmental effects; evacuation; gender; health and health care;  

     housing; media; post-disaster recovery; race and class; and research  

     methods. The bibliography also includes authored books that discuss  

     Katrina in general, edited books that cover a range of subjects  

     related to the storm, special issues of scholarly journals,  

     documentary films, and Web sites dedicated to Katrina. 
 

Course Overview 

On August 29, 2005 the world witnessed the devastating effects of a natural disaster and, in its 

aftermath, the painful and glaring reality of the racial and class inequalities that continue to haunt 

mailto:mlarkin@uccs.edu
mailto:aherrera@uccs.edu
http://lamar.colostate.edu/~loripeek/KatrinaBibliography.pdf


our nation.  As Paul Frymer, Dara Strolovitch, and Dorian Warren have observed: 

 

The experience of African Americans in New Orleans can serve as the ‘miner’s  

canary’….Similar to the way in which canaries alerted miners to the specter of 

poisonous air, the fates that befall people who are disadvantaged by inequalities based 

on, for example, race, class, and gender are signifiers of society-wide inequalities.  If 

policy-makers and the public heed the lessons of Katrina and make efforts to address 

the structural and institutional sources of American inequality, perhaps the brunt of 

future disasters will not be borne by those who are at least able to endure their costs. 

Although scholars and filmmakers persist in keeping the dialogue going, Katrina has 

virtually disappeared off of the public’s radar screen, despite the fact that thousands of people 

continue to suffer in its aftermath, and despite the idea that we have failed to consider its 

significance in larger social and historical contexts.  As a result, the UCCS Women’s and Ethnic 

Studies Programs (WEST), as well as the Department of Geography & Environmental Studies, 

the Matrix Center for the Advancement of Social Equity and Inclusion, and the Southern 

Colorado Geo Data Lab, will be sponsoring a series of lectures and events that focus on 

Hurricane Katrina, its aftermath, and the rebuilding of New Orleans, the Gulf Coast, and the 

nation. As Gregory Squires and Chester Hartman argue, the challenges in New Orleans and the 

Gulf Coast reflect those in metropolitan areas all across the nation.  We cannot afford to ignore 

the lessons offered by  Katrina. 

Organized according to a series of interrelated topics, Katrina: The Nation  at a 

Crossroads will be offered as a 4 credit course at the undergraduate level.  The course will 

feature a series of local and visiting specialists, representing a wide range of disciplinary 

perspectives, as well as individuals who were either directly impacted by the Hurricane or took 

part in the post-Katrina relief effort.  All lectures and presentations will be free and open to the 

public.   

In addition, we will be inviting our campus community, as well as members of the 

Colorado Springs community at large, to participate in a Read-In at the Kraemer Family Library 

(5:30-7:30p.m.), co-sponsored by the Pikes Peak District Library, on Tuesday, March 18, 2008 

with Professor Gregory Squires of George Washington University.  Dr. Squires will be lecturing 

on his edited collection There Is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster.  We will also be featuring 

several film screenings, including By Invitation Only, a documentary by New Orleans native 

Rebecca Snedecker, and Still Waiting, by Kate Browne (Department of Anthropology at 

Colorado State University).  Ms. Snedecker and Dr. Browne will be joining us for a discussion 



following the showing of their films on Tuesday, March 11, and Tuesday, April 29 respectively.  

WEST will also be teaming with the Kraemer Family Library in hosting the traveling art exhibit 

Katrina Through the Eyes of Children.  The exhibit will be on display throughout the month of April 

in the entrance to the library; and on Tuesday 8 April we will have a special presentation (time 

TBA) at the library which will include both an art therapist and a trauma counselor specializing 

in children. 

Our overarching aim is to create an open, learning community environment in which 

students and members of our campus and Colorado Springs communities will experience 

education that extends beyond the traditional classroom setting.  Some of the themes we will be 

treating in class will include the role of race, gender, and class in the disaster; New Orleans’s 

unique physical and cultural geography; the role of the media in covering the events; the political 

and cultural aftermath; artistic or cultural responses to the Hurricane; the relocation of students 

and residents of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast; the response of the GLBT community; and 

current environmental and social recovery efforts, with a special emphasis on children’s 

experience of Katrina. 

 
 

Tentative Course Schedule (subject to change) 
 

1. January 22     Class Introduction       

Topics 

     Class Overview, Introductions, Review Syllabus 

Guest 

     Dr. Alex Ilyasova (English/Rhetoric & Composition, UCCS) 

          Journaling and emotional preparedness. 

 Activity 

     Documentary Film: When the Levees Broke: Spike Lee  

 

2. January 29     Geography      

Topics 

     Basic Geographic Context, Defining Disaster, Sense of Place, Rebuilding Activity  

Guest 

     Dr. Eve Gruntfest (Geography, UCCS) 

          What is a Natural Disaster? 

Activity 

     Should we rebuild New Orleans 

 

Reading Assignment:  

The Sociology of Katrina 

     Introduction: Katrina as Paradigm Shift (pp.1-20) 

 



New Orleans: A Perilous Future: Bourne (e-companion) 

 

Let the People rebuild New Orleans: Klien (e-companion) 

 

Donõt Refloat: The Case Against Rebuilding the Sunken City of New Orleans: Shafer (e-companion) 

 

3. February 5     History (FAT TUESDAY!!!!)      

Topics 

     Cultural History of New Orleans, Environmental History of the River 

 Guests 

     Ms. Barb Headle (History, UC Boulder/UCCS)  

          The Mississippi Flood of1927 

     Glen Whitehead (VAPA, UCCS) 

          History of New Orleans Jazz 

     Peggy Dlugos (local artist and spirit)  

          On Mardi Gras, fat Tuesday Fun! 

Activities 

     Celebration of Mardi Gras 

 

Reading Assignments   

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     A Matter of Choice (pp. 13-35) 

 

An Unnatural Metropolis (e-companion) 

     Inequity and the Environment (pp. 77-107) 

 

Racing the Storm (e-companion, reserve desk) 

     Saxaphones, Trumpets and Hurricanes (pp.115-134) 

 

*Journals, short critical responses, & extra credit responses will be collected 

 

4. February 12     Hurricane              

Topics 

     Hurricane Prediction & Warning 

Guests              

     Mr. Mike Madson (Meteorologist KOAA Channel 5 News, Geography) 

          Hurricane Prediction 

     Dr. Paul Grogger (Geology, UCCS) 

          Levee Structure and Failure 

 

5. February 19     Response      

Topics 

     Federal Response, Relief efforts 

Guests 

     Mr. Stephen Recca (Director Department Homeland Security, UCCS) 

          FEMA and the Federal response 

     Mr. Warren Lotzbire (Department of Homeland Security, UCCS) 

 

Reading Assignment 



The Sociology of Katrina 

     Disaster as War (pp. 35-49) 

 

Recommended Reading  

Racing the Storm (e-companion, reserve desk) 

     Protect or Neglect?  (pp. 171-196) 

     Cultural Differences in Perceptions of the Government (pp. 67-91) 

     Blown Away (pp. 197-223) 

    

6. February 26     Media Coverage      

Topics 

     Media Coverage and Ethics 

Guest 

     Laura Eurich (Communication, UCCS) 

          Katrina Coverage and The Ethics of Living in Your Story 

Activities 

     Media Role Playing exercise 

 

Reading Assignment 

The Sociology of Katrina 

     Finding and Framing Katrina (pp. 23-33)  

 

Racing the Storm (e-companion, reserve desk) 

     The Color(s) of Crisis (pp. 33-49) 

 

Recommended Reading  

The Sociology of Katrina 

     Crime and Hurricanes in New Orleans (pp. 51-68) 

 

Racing the Storm (e-companion, reserve desk) 

          Reframing Crime in a Disaster (pp. 51-65) 

 

Locked up in New Orleans: Templeton (e-companion) 

 

 

7. March 4     Race, Gender, Age and Class        

Topics 

     Social Issues involved in the Disaster  

Guests 

     Dr. Andrea Herrera (Women’s & Ethnic Studies Program, UCCS) 

     Dr. Abby Ferber (Sociology, The Matrix Center, UCCS) 

          Issues of Race, Gender, Age and Class in the Hurricane 

 

Reading Assignment 

Come Hell or High Water: Hurricane Katrina and the Color of Disaster: Michael Eric Dyson 

 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     Katrina and the Politics of Later Life (pp. 103-119) 

 

 Recommended Reading  



Racing the Storm 

     From ‘Gateway to the Americas’ to the ‘Chocolate City’ (pp. 95-113) 

 

The Sociology of Katrina 

     Race, Class, and Capital amidst the Hurricane Katrina Diaspora (pp. 91-105) 

 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     Toward a Transformative View of Race (pp. 59-84) 

 

8. March 11     By Invitation Only 
Topics 

     Race and Class in Mardi Gras celebrations  

Guest 

     Ms. Rebecca Snedeker (Film Producer, New Orleans, LA) 

Activity 

     We will be watching Ms. Snedeker’s film and discussing the film with her. 

 

Reading Assignment 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     Abandoned Before the Storms (pp. 85-101) 

 

*Journals, short critical responses, & extra credit responses will be collected 

*Distribute Mid-term Examination 

    

 

9.  March 18     There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster    

Topics 

     Lessons to be learned from Katrina 

Guest 

     Dr. Gregory Squires (Sociology, George Washington University) 

Activity 

     Read-in (in collaboration withThe Pikes Peak District Library), Kraemer Family Library, 5:30  

 

Reading Assignment 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     Pre-Katrina, Post-Katrina (pp. 1-11) 

 

*Take-home Mid-term Examination due 

  

10. April 1     Diaspora      

Topics 

     Movement & relocation of people 

Guests 

     Dr. Andrea Herrera (Women’s & Ethnic Studies Program, UCCS) 

          Defining Diasporas 

     Chancellor Pam Shockley (UCCS) 

          U.S. Diasporas, the Dustbowl vs. Katrina 

     Mr. Richard Skorman (Former City Councilman, Colorado Springs) 

          The ways Colorado Springs helped following the disaster 



     Mr. Andy Pittman (EMT) 

          EMS response to Katrina 

 

11. April 8     Children & Education               

Topics 

     Education and Children in the wake of Katrina 

Guests    

     Dr. Carole de Casal (Associate Dean of Education, UCCS) 

          Schools and Education in the Gulf Coast after Katrina 

     Peg Bacon (Vice-Chancellor, UCCS)  

          Schools and Education Before Katrina  

     Dr. Sylvia Martinez (Education, UCCS) 

          Current Research and Student interviews 

     Dr. Joseph Wehrman (Education, UCCS) 

          Child trauma recovery 

     Ms. Alex Herrera (Art Therapist, George Washington University) 

          Art and Recovery 

     Ms. Brooke Koenig & Kim Sanders: Financial Aid 

          Helping College Students after Katrina 

Activity 

     Katrina, Through the Eyes of Children (children’s art exhibit, Kraemer Family Library) 

 

Reading Assignment 

The Sociology of Katrina  

     Hurricane Katrina and its Impact on Education (pp. 191-202) 

 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     Double Jeopardy (pp. 197-214) 

 

The Charter School Flood: Tisserand (e-companion) 

 

Many Children Struggling After õ05 Storms Eaton (NYT, e-companion);  

 

Recommended Reading 
Therapeutic Cultural Competence in Theory and Practice Following Hurricane Katrina: Culturally 

Appropriate Theurapeutic Response to Disaster Relief: Brnson, et al (e-companion); 

 

12.  April 15     Community & Culture 
Topics 

     The Role of the community in rebuilding New Orleans 

Guests 

     Dr. Gaynelle Winograd (Communication, UCCS) 

          America Speaks Unified New Orleans Plan (UNOP). 

     Dr. Helen Regis (Geography & Anthropology, Louisianna State University) 

          Community Groups within New Orleans 

     Ms. Peggy Dlugos: local artist 

Reading Assignment 

The Sociology of Katrina 

     Rebuilding New Orleans Neighborhoods After Hurricane Katrina (pp. 173-88) 



     A Community Study of Disaster Impacts (pp. 155-71) 

 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     The Role of Local Organizing (pp. 255-70) 

 

13.  April 22     Environment 
Topics 

     Trauma, Recording and Recovering the Environment 
Guests 

     Dr. Chip Benight (Psychology, Trauma Center, UCCS) 

          Trauma & Disaster; HIV patients 

     Dr. Radha Pyati (Chemistry, UCCS) 

          Environmental Recovery 

Reading Assignment 

The Sociology of Katrina 

     Health Needs, Health Care, and Katrina (pp. 203-15) 

 

Range, Magnitude, and Duration of the Effects of Disasters on Mental Health: Norris (e-companion)  

 

Trauma in New Orleans: Siegel (E-companion) 

 

Katrinaõs Damage to Trees May Alter Carbon Balance: Fountain (NYT, e-companion) 

 

Recommended Reading 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     A New Kind of Medical Disaster in the United States (pp. 185-95) 

 

*Final research essay due. 

 

14.  April 29     Still Waiting  

Topics 

     Where do we go from here?  

 Guest 

     Dr. Kate Browne (Anthropolgy, Colorado State University) 

Activity 

     We will be showing Dr. Browne’s movie and discussing it with her 

Reading Assignment 

The Sociology of Katrina 

     Families and Hurricane Response (pp. 71-90) 

 

There is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster 

     Where is Home?” (pp. 121-66) 

     Rebuilding a Tortured Past or Creating a Model Future (271-290) 

 

New Orleans, A Perilous Future: Bourne (e-companion) 

 

Brad Pitt Commissions Designs for New Orleans: Pogrebin (NYT, e-companion) 

 

New Orleans Hurt by Acute Rental Shortage: Saulny (NYT, e-companion) 



 

Poor are Lagging in Hurricane Aid from Mississippi: Eaton (NYT, e-companion) 

 

High Noon in New Orleans: Ouroussoff (NYT, ecompanion) 

 

New Orleans Council Votes for Demolition of Housing: Nossiter & Eaton (NYT, e-companion)  

 

*Journals, short critical responses, & extra credit responses will be collected 

 

15. May 6     Final Group Presentations 

 

*Final Self-Reflective essay due 

 


