
Public Speaking 

Communication 210



A Brief History: The Greek Period 

ÅCorax and his pupil Tisias 

ÅTheory and the Concept of Organization 

ÅThree Parts to a Message: 

ÅProem

ÅNarration or Demonstration 

ÅEpilogue 



A Brief History: The Greek Period 

ÅPlato and Aristotle

ÅPhaedrus: Plato laid the foundation for an art of 

rhetoric. 

ÅAristotle 

ÅPlatoôs pupil

ÅRhetoric written about 330 B.C. containing the 

books of the speaker, of the audience, and of the 

speech.  



A Brief History: The Greek Period

ÅAristotle 

ÅDistinguished Rhetoric from Dialectical 

Communication 

ÅEthos

ÅPathos 

ÅLogos 

ÅDistinguished different 

kinds of speaking

ÅEmphasized the audience

ÅEmphasized style 



A Brief History: The Roman Period

ÅRhetorica ad Herennium 

ÅCanon of memory and Canon of style 

ÅCicero

ÅAuthor of several writings on rhetoric 

ÅOrator trained in a liberal-arts approach

ÅQuintilian 

ÅInstitutio Oratoria



A Brief History: Colonial Period

ÅThree British Theorists of Note: 

ÅGeorge Campbell (Philosophy of Rhetoric)

ÅHugh Blair (Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres)

ÅRichard Whately  (Elements of Rhetoric) 


