


College of Education Ph.D. in Leadership to Accept Applications for the Third 
Cohort of the Ph.D. Educational Leadership, Research and Policy. 

The University of Colorado at Colorado Springs College of  Education is excited 
to introduce a new Ph.D. in Educational Leadership, Research and Policy.   
Applications are currently being accepted. This new degree is the fourth  
doctorate to be offered at UCCS.  The program is designed to meet the personal  
And professional needs of educational leaders in school  districts, higher  
education, and non-governmental organizations through rigorous courses  
in leadership, research and policy.  This innovative program combines  
challenging coursework with collaborative faculty-student research labs that  
prepare students for successful completion of the dissertation and  professional 
application of skills and knowledge. The curriculum will require 22 research 
credit hours, 18 credit hours in professional development  curriculum and 30 
credit hours of  doctoral  dissertation. The subject areas will include ethics,  
research statistics and specific courses in  leadership and educational policy  
development.  For more information about the Ph.D. in Educational Research 
and Policy please click on the words below to visit the website.     
PhD Leadership Program 

College of Education Leadership 
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College of Education Teacher Education Program Updates 
The 2008-2009 academic year is off to a great start.  A two-day orientation was held in May and students  
began their professional year in the summer.  We have 50 students in the elementary program and 29 in the 
secondary program.  The Alternative Licensure Program (ALP) has more than doubled with 13 students  
enrolled this year.   
 
We are in the process of selecting five students to spend three weeks in Daegu, South  Korea teaching in the 
Daegu English Village, January 2009.  This will be a wonderful experience for our students. Two TEP  
students, Kristen Krull (elementary education) and  Michelle Curl (secondary education), were selected to  
attend the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALAH) conference in  
Birmingham, Alabama this month.  ASALAH covered all expenses which provided this marvelous experience 
for Kristen and Michelle. 
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College of Education Special Education Program Updates 

Enrollment Increases 
The Department of Special Education has experienced increased enrollments for the fall 2008 semester with 
student credit hour production being the highest since 2003. Congratulations to everyone involved in helping 
us increase the number of highly qualified special educators in the Pikes Peak Region and beyond!  
The department offers undergraduate and graduate level pre-service special education teacher training, as well 
as the MA in Special Education. For additional information about our program offerings, please view our  
website at http://www.uccs.edu/~coe/specialeducation 
 
Faculty Searches 
In early September we held a goodbye luncheon for Dr. Elaine Cheesman at the Adam’s Mountain Café.  
Dr. Cheesman left the department to take a position with the Washington Department of Education as a  
reading specialist. The department is now conducting a national search for two assistant professors–one with a  
background as a special education generalist and the other with a reading/literacy focus. We are looking for 
members from our community who might be interested in joining our Special Education Faculty Search  
Committee. Please contact Randall De Pry directly if you would like to join this very important committee  
rdepry@uccs.edu 
 

                    
Community Service 
Dr. Christi Kasa-Hendrickson recently accepted two Community Service Awards on behalf 
of the College of Education and for her presentations and work with the Autism Society of 
America-Pikes Peak Region. Congratulations Christi! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
International Presentations 
Dr. Randall De Pry has recently accepted an invitation to present to faculty, students, and 
staff at Kongju National University in South Korea. He will present this November on  
Positive Behavior Support with specific applications to school-wide and community based 
implementation for persons with challenging behavior. 



Freshman Seminar 
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Teacher Cadet Program at UCCS 

The third year of the Freshman Seminar, Head of the Class, is off and running. The class is designed for 
students who are interested in teaching. Students spend half of the classes on campus participating in  
lectures and small group activities related to education issues. In the other half of the classes, students 
spend time in local schools getting hands-on experience. This year the students are helping in three     
elementary and middle schools: Twain, Whittier, Centennial, North, West, and Carmel. After just two 
visits UCCS students are connecting with the elementary and middle schoolers and assisting teachers 
with lessons.  Students from the first year of Head of the Class are now entering the final stages of the 
Teacher  Education and Special Education Programs. These early experiences helped them decide to  
pursue a teaching career. 

In 2004 the College of Education at UCCS started a program for high school juniors and seniors interested 
in becoming teachers.  At their schools, students are assigned a mentor teacher who helps them learn what 
they would be required to do as a teacher and developing the skill sets that are needed. Teacher Cadets 
also have the experience of actually teaching a lesson to their peers. The intention is to have these students 
go to college, get a teaching license, and then return to a local district to teach. 

To support this initiative the College of Education at UCCS developed a Teacher Cadet Day at UCCS.  
This gives the students participating in the program a unique look into college at UCCS, by spending a 
day during Fall semester on campus  with financial aid, an academic advisor (with an activity about  
creating a college schedule), tours, time in an actual class, presentations from several official on campus, 
and lunch in the dorm cafeteria.  About 40 students from local schools attended the last Teacher Cadet 
Day at UCCS. 
 
The UCCS College of Education Extended Studies office created several opportunities for the Teacher 
cadets to earn college credit. The high school students can register for credits for the work that they do 
during their teacher cadet experience and the mentor teachers can receive credits for the work that they do 
with the cadets. 

In addition, in the Spring semester, the Teacher Cadet participants can enroll in Educational Psychology 
on the UCCS campus.  They receive three credits for the course, which they can then apply to their  
program if they continue at UCCS for their degree after high school.    
 
The Teacher Cadet program at UCCS now works with several districts in the Pikes Peak region including 
Colorado Springs School District 11, Academy District 2, and Adams12. We are currently inviting more 
districts to be involved with the program. If you are interested in discussing the UCCS Teacher Cadet  
program, please contact Carla Rupprecht at crupprec@uccs.edu or 719-262-4134. 

More than 60 fifth grade students from Helen Hunt Elementary and John Adams Elementary graduated 
from elementary school in ceremonies May 19, 2008.  Students and their families were hosted by the 
UCCS College of Education.  Dean La Vonne Neal provided the key note speech titled, “Scholars Wear 
their Dreams,”  Dr. Kee Warner, Associate Vice Chancellor, paralleled Dean Neal’s speech in Spanish. 

Class of 2015 commencement Ceremonies for Local Elementary 
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About the College of Education 

The College of Education teacher 
education and graduate programs 
adhere to research based  
instruction and incorporate  
culturally responsive teaching and  
counseling.  Through our  
programs students are well  
prepared to serve as skilled  
practitioners in classroom,  
administrative and human  
service environments.  
We invite you to explore the  
various degree and licensure  
programs that the College of  
Education at UCCS has to offer. 

Columbine Hall  

Where the College of Education is housed 

Columbine Hall 
PO Box 7150 COH6 

Colorado Springs CO 80933-7150 

Phone: 719-262-4119 
Fax:719-262-4110 

College of Education  

Program Information for the College of Education 

Student Services Manager 

719-262-4526 

mschecte@uccs.edu 

 

The College of Education is on the UCCS website! 

http://www.uccs.edu/~coe/ 


