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Subordination
Subordinate Sentence Construction:
· You should use a subordinate sentence construction when you want to place different emphasis on two ideas in one sentence.

· Your dependant clause (sometimes called your subordinate clause) should contain your subordinate idea; your main clause (or independent clause) should contain your most important idea.

· Subordinating conjunctions signal your dependant clause and set up the relationship between your two ideas.  Choose the conjunction that best fits the relationship between your two ideas.  Some subordinating conjunctions include the following:

· Opposition, contrast, or concession: although, even if, whereas, while….


· Cause: because, since, as…

· Result, effect: so that, in order that, in that…

· Condition: if, unless, provided (that)…

· Time: after, as soon as, before, since, until, while, when…

Subordinate Sentence Construction Punctuation:
· If your sentence begins with the subordinate clause, you must put a comma after the introductory subordinate clause:
Although they were common a hundred years ago, red wolves are now increasingly rare. (The italicized clause is your subordinate clause.)

· If your sentence ends with the subordinate clause, you do not need to add a comma.

Red wolves are now increasingly rare although they were common a hundred years ago.
Application to the Expository Essay:
· You can use the principles of subordination to create a sophisticated thesis: 
While traditional churches are losing members, evangelical movements such as Promise Keepers are attracting thousands of members since they offer a refreshing new blend of camaraderie and spirituality.
· When you use the principles of subordination effectively, you can strengthen the credibility of a counterargument.
Even though some TV soap operas present a distorted view of American family life, these same soaps may demonstrate sociological value insofar as they chronicle the types of problems that the family has encountered over the past four decades.
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· Effective subordination can also help you to control emphasis and to strengthen your paragraphs.  
Subordination in Context:
Where you position a subordinate clause within your sentence depends on both your meaning and your intended relationship between the two thoughts. Furthermore, the sentences you choose for your subordinate clause will affect the sentences that come before and after them. For example:
Some species of whales are nearing extinction.

Many countries refuse to accept even a partial ban on whale hunting.

If a writer were to combine these two sentences, the position of the subordinate clause would be dependant upon what the writer wishes to focus on. If he or she wishes to talk about political concerns, the sentence may look like this:
Although some species of whales are nearing extinction, many countries refuse to accept even a partial ban on whale hunting.
The italicized main clause in the above sentence focuses on the refusal of many countries to ban whale hunting. From there, the reader can assume that the following sentences will be about political issues. However, if the writer chooses to talk about environmental concerns, the sentence is more effective if written this way:

Because many countries refuse to accept even a partial ban on whale hunting, some species of whales are nearing extinction.

In this second combined sentence, the main clause focuses on the near extinction of some whale species, rather than the countries’ refusal for partial bans.  Here the reader expects the next few sentences to discuss the plight of the whales, maybe by naming some of the endangered species or even by giving statistics regarding the dwindling numbers of a particular species of whale.

As you can see in the above examples, the choice of which sentence to subordinate helps determine the focus of the rest of a paragraph or essay.

If you would like more practice with subordination techniques, please refer to the Evergreen Workbook, Chapter 22, in the Writing Center Reference Library, Columbine 316.  
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