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Parallelism
Within sentences, one may find compound elements of speech; a sentence may have multiple subjects, verbs, or phrases. In order for the sentence to flow smoothly, those elements need to be parallel—that is, “alike both in use and in form,” (Coats, Sandel 276).  The following examples illustrate faulty parallelism:

I enjoy hiking, biking, and to go to movies.

Voters admire politicians with integrity and who act honestly.

The ideal student is attentive, studious, and asks questions.
In each of these examples, one of the elements doesn’t follow the form of the other parts of speech. The parts of speech must be coordinated and balanced. The following are the correct forms of these examples:
Voters admire politicians who have integrity and who act honestly.
I enjoy hiking, biking, and going to movies.

The ideal student is attentive, studious, and inquisitive.

Exercise: Rewrite the following sentences to correct any faulty parallelism: 
 
1. Your job consists of arranging the books, cataloguing new arrivals, and the pamphlets have to be alphabetized.

2. A thin film of frost coated the trees.  The hedges and shrubs had it also.

3. He is an affectionate husband, a thoughtful son, and kind to his kids.

4. He is a poet of great talent and who is insightful.

5. Every afternoon in the mountains, it either rains or there is hail.

Corrected:
1. Your job consists of arranging the books, cataloguing new arrivals, and alphabetizing the pamphlets.

2. A thin film of frost coated the trees, hedges and shrubs.

3. He is an affectionate husband, a thoughtful son, and a kind parent.

4. He is a poet of great talent and insight.

5. Every afternoon in the mountains, it either rains or hails.
Writing with parallelism helps create unity and/or emphasis to ideas. Without it, sentences can become jarring and may cause confusion.
� Examples from Evergreen: A Guide to Writing by S. Fawcett and A. Sandberg		
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