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The Comma Splice
 The comma splice is an error that writers sometimes make when they are in a hurry and are writing two closely related ideas. It occurs in a sentence where a comma has been used instead of a period or semicolon to separate two independent clauses.  An independent clause has both a subject and a verb and is a complete thought. 
Coordinating Conjunctions: 

A comma may be used to separate two independent clauses as long as it is accompanied by a coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so):  

Mary wrote two letters, she studied for her history examination. [Comma splice]
Mary wrote two letters, and she studied for her history examination. [Comma + coordinating conjunction]
When deciding which conjunction to use (“and,” in this case), think about how the two ideas are related, and then use the conjunction that best illustrates that relation.
Semicolons:

This next sentence is corrected by using a semicolon to join the two ideas when their connection already seems obvious:
Paul goes home every weekend, it’s only a 20-mile drive. [Comma splice]
Paul goes home every weekend; it’s only a 20-mile drive. [Semicolon]
When using the semicolon, you do not add a coordinating conjunction. 
There are also times when a dash may be appropriate in separating the clauses — it also provides a stronger element of anticipation.
Exercises: 

Try to revise the comma splices in the sentences below. Some may have several logical solutions.
1.  Dances With Wolves is extremely long, it is never boring.

2.  We are glad Tom is home, we’ve missed him.

3.  Dad washed the dishes, Mom wouldn’t have to.

4.  Jen’s favorite subject is English, she doesn’t always have time to read everything she needs to.
(Corrected Comma Splices on the back)
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Answers:   

1. Dances with Wolves is extremely long, but it is never boring.
2. We are glad Tom is home – we’ve missed him.

3. Dad washed the dishes, so Mom didn’t have to.

4. Jen’s favorite subject is English; she doesn’t always have time to read everything she needs to.

These are just a few examples. Again, which conjunction you use (if any) will depend on what the connection is between the two ideas in the sentence. 
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