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Sentence Development

Why would you want to develop your sentences?

· To connect. Join ideas and build bridges between thoughts.

· To define. Clarify terms that your readers may not understand.

· To describe. Supply your readers with clear, vivid images which convey your meaning.

· To explain. Further elaborate on ideas which need development.

Techniques for Sentence Development:

Coordination: Links related ideas

Ideas separated:

He knows that he cannot physically fight.  He defends himself with words. 

Ideas combined:

He knows that he cannot physically fight, so he defends himself with words.

Subordination: Illustrates dependency of one idea upon another

Ideas separated:

The women's rights movement has improved life for the women of today.  They are still fighting for equal rights.

Ideas combined:

Although the women's rights movement has improved life for the women of today, they are still fighting for equal rights.

Sentence Components That Can Further Develop Ideas:

Adjective: Describes nouns and pronouns.

My insensitive neighbor plays his stereo all night long.

Adverb: Describes verbs, adverbs, and adjectives.

My insensitive neighbor constantly plays his stereo all night long.




Adjective Clause: Further defines nouns or pronouns using the words which, that, who, whose, and whom.

Wesley, who speaks only a few words in the beginning of the movie, learns the art of fencing and, above all, the art of rhetoric.  

Adverb Clause: Further defines verbs and other adverbs using words such as because, although, since, even if,         in order that, if, whereas, after, before, and when. 

The little boy groans with disgust when he opens the present- a book.

 Appositive: Allows more description by renaming nouns and pronouns.

Vizzini, a small, bald-headed criminal, believes his intellect is above all. 

 Prepositional Phrase: Provides additional description in a sentence.

As I watch the novel unfold before my eyes on the television screen, I imagine the Sophists sitting beside me.

Studies show that television may affect children's perception of aging and increase the negative stereotypes of the elderly. 

Participial Phrase:  Modifies sentences by changing words commonly used as verbs to adjectives.

To write a well-developed sentence, one should try to use participial phrases.

Judging Carl by the look of his wrinkled shirt and messy hair, Suzanne assumed he had been partying all night.

Developed fully, the essay was extremely informative and enticing.
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