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Run-On Sentences
A run-on sentence is a compound sentence that is not punctuated correctly. For instance, a run-on may be a sentence that is missing a comma or a semicolon:  

· The author’s thesis is clear she states it on the first page.
· His argument is hard to follow it is difficult to understand.

· We saw her last night at the library she didn’t see us.
Such structures can be very confusing to your reader. 
Correcting Run-ons:

Correcting run-ons is usually a matter of identifying independent clauses. Simply stated, an independent clause is a full sentence pattern that does stand alone or could stand alone. If you can identify the independent clauses, you can then decide how you will join them. 
There are four ways you can join clauses:

1. Comma+ coordinating conjunction:

The author’s thesis is clear, for she states in on the first page.

2. Semicolon separating the two clauses:
His argument is hard to follow; it is difficult to understand.

3. Period separating the two clauses:
His argument is hard to follow.  It is difficult to understand.

4. Semicolon+ conjunctive adverb+ comma:

We saw her last night at the library; however, she didn’t see us.

5. Subordinating conjunctions:

The author’s thesis is clear because she states in on the first page.
Since his argument is hard to follow, I gave the book a bad review.

Although we saw her last night at the library, she didn’t see us. 
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