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Paragraph Development

On a much smaller scale, effective paragraphs contain the same elements as an effective paper: a topic sentence or thesis, a body, and a conclusion. 

Topic Sentence:

Like a thesis, the topic sentence alerts the reader to the paragraph objective. Topic sentences should be clear and stick to one idea.
Tips:
1. Use topic sentences as a map of the argument. Read each topic sentence and determine whether it follows logically from the previous paragraph. 
2. Start broadly. Construct a general topic statement (Dogs make great pets) and then use the body of the paragraph to be specific (They are easy to train, fun to be around, etc.). 
3. Read through only the topic sentences of the paper. Consider whether the idea of the paragraph is clear just from reading the topic sentence.  

Body: 

The body of the paragraph consists of two things: evidence and commentary. Evidence, which is usually textual in an academic paper, provides support for the topic sentence. Through rephrasing and synthesis of the evidence, commentary provides support. 
Like an effective paper, an effective paragraph not only provides the reader with evidence in support of the thesis, but also information which comments upon and provides conclusions based upon the evidence. Commenting upon the evidence also displays the writer’s ability to analyze outside sources.
Tips: 
1. Glossing - Asking “what does this paragraph say” and “what does this paragraph do in terms of the paper as a whole.”
2. When providing outside sources as evidence, ask these questions: 
a. How is this evidence relative to my topic sentence? 
b. How does this evidence support or refute my claim? 
c. What does this evidence mean? What is its significance?
Conclusion:

Generally, the conclusion of a paragraph is an overall statement that sums up the provided information and/or reiterates the objective of the paragraph. Conclusions can also help to provide a lead-in to the following paragraph.
Transitions: Transitions provide a bridge from paragraph to paragraph. As such, writers should not only think of how to move logically from sentence to sentence, but should also think of how to move logically from paragraph to paragraph. In providing a transition from sentence to sentence or paragraph to paragraph, the writer can do several things
:
1. Add on to the provided information and/or show sequence between relative ideas: furthermore, in addition, first (second, third, . . .), etc.
2. Compare and/or contrast ideas: however, nevertheless, despite, etc.
3. Summarize/conclude: therefore, thus, as a result, etc. 
An effective essay is one in which all paragraphs have a function within themselves and in relation to the others. 

� modified from the Owl at Perdue: Transitional Devices <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/574/02/>
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