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Modification
Modifiers in sentences make your writing more vivid and interesting to read.  Modifiers present themselves in many different forms.  
Adjectives and Adverbs:

The most basic modifiers are adjectives and adverbs.
Adjectives 
Adjectives describe or modify nouns or pronouns:
A black cat slept on the piano.

We felt giddy.

Adverbs 
Adverbs describe or modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs:
Joe dances gracefully. 

Brigit is extremely tall.

Adjective clauses:

Adjective clauses are dependent clauses [clauses that cannot stand alone] which begin with relative pronouns such as that, which, who, whose, and whom.  Using adjective clauses allows for another form of sentence combining: 
Jerry bought his bicycle Saturday.  He finally earned enough money.

Jerry, who finally earned enough money, bought his bicycle Saturday.

Fernwood is a town.  Mary lives in it.

Fernwood is a town in which Mary lives.

In these examples, we have turned the second independent clause or sentence in the first example into a dependent clause in the second example. Also note that adjective clauses only modify nouns.
Adverb clauses:

Adverb clauses, unlike adjective clauses, modify the whole sentence and are used to explain relationships between ideas. We can use adverb clauses to show opposition (although), contrast (even if), concession (whereas, while), cause (because, since, as), result, effect (so that, in order that), condition (if, unless, provided that), and time (after, before, since, until, when).  

John is a member of the hockey team.  He does five hundred push-ups every morning.

Because John is a member of the hockey team, he does five hundred push-ups every morning.

Susan procrastinates.  She doesn’t want to waste time.

Although Susan procrastinates, she doesn’t want to waste time.
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In each of these examples, the independent clause in the first example has been turned into a dependent adverb clause in the second example, illustrating the relationship between the two ideas in each sentence.

Verbals:

Verbals are another form of modification. A verbal comes from the verb form, but does not work as a verb. They modify an entire sentence and the subject of the sentence must perform the action of the verbal. 

There are three kinds of verbals in English:

1. to verbals - to eat (infinitive)

2. -ing verbals - eating (present participle)

3. had verbals – weakened, eaten (past participle)

Verbals generally appear in the form of phrases—groups of words that begin with a verbal:  

To get out of the building, he had to break a window.

Bending down to get through the almost invisible break in the hedge, I had a moment of panic.

Weakened by the flu, he was susceptible to pneumonia.

Dangling and Misplaced Modifiers: 
When a verbal's agent—the being or group performing the action—is not the same as the subject of the sentence it modifies, the verbal is said to be "dangling"; it is not attached to any noun in the sentence. Additionally, when attached to the wrong noun, the modifier is "misplaced." 

Eager to get home before dark, the car sped around the corner. [The car was eager to get home?]
To avoid this error, be sure that you are modifying the correct “performer.”

Eager to get home before dark, Jim sped his car around the corner. [Jim was eager to get home]
Modifiers are not only a great way of making your writing more vivid and interesting, but they are also a great way of adding sophistication and eloquence through elimination of choppy, simple sentences. 
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