[image: image1.jpg]The

WritingCenter

Columbine 316 | 719-255-4336 | http://www.uccs.edu/~wrtgcntr/




Characteristics of College Writing

· Shows evidence of insightful reading

· Does not just summarize or report on something

· Clearly states thesis and defends it with specific examples

· Avoids unsupported generalizations and universal assumptions

· Contains well-developed paragraphs joined with transitions

· Uses topic sentences

· Proceeds from general to specific

· Documents meticulously

· Avoids plagiarism of words and ideas (when in doubt, cite)

· Uses quotes judiciously, not as filler

· Varies complexity of sentences

· Subordinates ideas

· Uses active verbs

· Avoids redundancy

You will be expected to write an array of papers delving into various aspects of the texts you read or the content you are given in class. The following sections will give you some general information about how to explore various materials in a particular manner.
Critical Review:

When writing a critical review, consider the following list as a guide for your reading: 
· Author and audience. Who is the author and for whom is he or she writing?

· Read carefully. Decide what the factual meaning of the work is.

· Try to discover the author’s motivations or intentions. Why is he or she writing this?

· Be aware. Notice time frames, locations, and other circumstances.
· Examine the writer’s techniques. How does he or she present the material and prove his or her ideas?
Analysis:

Once you have reflected upon the above components of the book/article, you should then probe the significance of those elements:
· How does it relate to your class discussions or readings?

· Why did the author employ certain techniques?
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Evaluation:
When evaluating, you want to measure the effectiveness of the material:

· How valuable is the book/article?

· How well has the author succeeded in his or her purpose?

Once you’ve done this, you then want to formulate a conclusion based on those measures and defend your ideas.

Critical Analysis:
Critical analysis requires that you closely examine various elements of the work, probing their significance within the framework of your assignment and formulating concepts about them. Elements include, but are not limited to:
· Subject matter
· Style of language
· Author’s attitudes

Persuasive
When writing a persuasive paper, keep these things in mind:
· You are arguing for or against something
· You will issue a call to action or some kind of resolution to the problem
· You will target a specific audience; preferably one that does not share your view.
· You may use calculated language to inspire or even inflame; however, be careful not to offend.
· You may employ wit calculated to challenge reader’s beliefs and engage his/her sympathies with your cause:

· Over or understatement

· Metaphors

· Implied meanings

· Satire or sarcasm 
· You should include counterarguments and rebuttals. 
The following sections provide information about the typical structure of a formal paper.
Thesis:

A thesis is a necessary and expected element of a formal paper. It is usually in the form of a single, clear, sharply-focused sentence. The following describes its functions: 

· Provides a map or preview of the essay
· Identifies the subject of your essay

· Includes at least one point about the subject that needs to be proved

· Is focused enough to be covered thoroughly

· Fulfills the assignment criteria

For more assistance with constructing a thesis, please see our separate handout entitled “Writing an Effective Thesis”
The Introduction
The introduction or opening of your paper provides background information about your topic and leads your reader to the thesis. You can begin your introduction in several ways:

· An illustration

· A contradiction

· A surprising fact or idea

· A direct quotation

The introduction is the attention-getter of your paper, so don’t be scared to employ appropriate techniques that will suitably introduce your topic.
The Conclusion:
The conclusion is your reader’s last impression of the paper. It may:

· Restate the thesis in different words

· Summarize main points from the thesis

· Lead the reader back to the larger, general view

Please remember that you should not introduce new material in the conclusion and that it is your last impression to your readers, so give them something to think about.
Tips for Revising:
The following are some general tips for revising your papers:
· Allow time for the paper to “cool off” and develop critical distance. Stand back to recapture the “big picture.”

· Be flexible—don’t be afraid to add or subtract.

· Read it out loud. Better yet, have someone read it to you.

· Interview yourself about the paper:

· Did I deliver what the thesis promised?

· Is every main idea supported by specific examples?

· Did I go off on a tangent anywhere?

· Does the grammar reflect analytical thinking?

· Be aware. Check grammar and punctuation, fix typos, watch for tense shifts and passive sentences.

· Get feedback. Seek a fellow ear or go to the Writing Center to schedule an appointment with a consultant to receive objective feedback on your paper.


