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Coordination
Coordination in a sentence is the connection of two or more ideas that have equal importance. Good management of coordinate phrases is vital to the readability of your writing as well as its stylistic appeal. You may want to consider this if you ever find that your prose feels choppy or disconnected. 
Coordinate Sentence Construction:

Coordinate sentence construction is often used to show continuation or sequence:

Shannon’s dog seemed oddly sluggish. She took him to the vet.
Shannon’s dog seemed oddly sluggish, so she took him to the vet.

Coordinate sentence constructions appear in three forms:

1. Independent clause + comma + coordinating conjunction + independent clause 

2. Independent clause +  semicolon + transitional adverb + independent clause 

3. Independent clause + semicolon + independent clause

Coordinating Conjunctions: 

You can join coordinate sentence constructions by using coordinating conjunctions: and, but, for, or, nor, so, yet. Always precede coordinating conjunctions with a comma when they join two independent clauses (two phrases that both contain a subject and a verb, and, therefore, can stand alone as a complete sentence):
Some historians [subject] say [verb] Christopher Columbus was a brave hero. 

Others [subject] believe [verb] he was a plundering opportunist.
Notice that keeping the two phrases separate can seem choppy. The following is a revision of these two sentences:

Some historians say Christopher Columbus was a brave hero, yet others believe he was a plundering opportunist.

When you connect the phrases with a comma and a coordinating conjunction (“yet”), it smoothes out the prose and makes the relationship between the ideas even clearer to the reader. 

Transitional Adverbs:
You can also use transitional adverbs [however, therefore, consequently, moreover, nevertheless, indeed, then, in fact, furthermore] to link two independent clauses. In this case, you must use a semicolon to join the clauses. In order to grammatically link two independent clauses using a transitional adverb, place a semicolon before the adverb, and follow the adverb with a comma:
Red wolves were common a hundred years ago; however, they are becoming increasingly rare.
Using a semicolon implies a stronger relation between the two phrases. Grammatically speaking, you can take or leave the adverb (however), but it helps the reader know what direction your second phrase is taking. In this case, “however” indicates a contrast. Wolves were common, but now they are not.
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